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Why are people so careful of appearances? Mr,
Anquetil, you know, Wacey, wouldn't give a fig
for appearances/'

"There was a bit about Mr. Anquetil in the
Daily Mail" said Miss Wace.

"No?" said Sebastian, greedily, "Was there?
When? Show me."

"I don't know that I've kept it/' said Miss
Wace with caution.

"Nonsense, Wacey; you know you keep every-
thing, even old newspapers in case they should
come in handy for lighting the fire. You were born
to hoard. Produce it."

Wacey rose and unlocked an enormous cup-
board, where indeed, as Sebastian had implied, lay
a pile of newspapers neatly folded. From these she
drew a two-days-old copy of the Daily MaiL

"Adventurous Englishmen Missing," he read.
"It is now three months since news has been re-
ceived of a party which left Manaos in September
in an attempt to discover the sources of the Upper
Amazon. Mr. Leonard Anquetil, who will be re-
membered as a member of. , ."

Sebastian put the paper down. He looked out at
the snow falling past the window.

"Will this snow prevent the children from
coming to the Christmas tree?" he askedp irrele-
vantly.

"Only those who live far out," replied Miss
Wace, immediately well-informed and brisk.

"Poor little devils 1 What a disappointment for
them."